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AAHOA Announces 2018 Award Winners
ATLANTA, Ga., May 1 – The celebration of achievement and excellence was a common theme
as AAHOA reflected on its thirtieth anniversary during the 2019 AAHOA Convention and Trade
Show in San Diego, Calif. On Friday, April 26, the association honored hoteliers for their
contributions to the hospitality industry, and representatives from RLH Corporation announced
the 2019 winner of the Bright Innovations Award. Winners received their awards on the main
stage during the general session. The winners are:
AAHOA Award of Excellence: Jan Gautam
Outstanding Woman Hotelier of the Year: Deepa Patel
Outstanding Young Professional Hotelier of the Year: Ankit Panchal
IAHA Independent Hotel of the Year: Lexen Hotel North Hollywood
Outreach Award for Philanthropy: Bhupen Amin
Political Forum Award for Advocacy: Arti Patel
RLH Corporation 2019 Bright Innovations Award: Roshan Patel
“Every year, we honor hoteliers who go above and beyond in their contributions to the
hospitality industry,” said Immediate Past Chairman Hitesh (HP) Patel. “It is incumbent upon us
to recognize the excellence in our midst, and I cannot think of a better stage on which to do so
than in front of thousands of AAHOA members at Convention.”
Earlier in the session, Outreach Award for Philanthropy winner Bhupen Amin addressed the
general session about giving back to one’s community and the multitude of ways, big and small,
that a hotelier can make a difference through charitable efforts.
“We have an amazing membership that is constantly raising the bar for what success and
distinction as a hotelier means. I congratulate all our award winners and look forward to seeing
how they influence our industry and shape expectations for innovation and achievement,” said
Interim President and CEO Rachel Humphrey.
About AAHOA:
AAHOA is the largest hotel owners association in the world. The over 18,500 AAHOA members
own almost one in every two hotels in the United States. With billions of dollars in property
assets and hundreds of thousands of employees, AAHOA members are core economic
contributors in virtually every community. AAHOA is a proud defender of free enterprise and the
foremost current-day example of realizing the American dream.
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